
Wrestling with the Sovereignty of God & the Freedom of Relationship 

Romans Chapters 12:1-2 
 

At this point in the letter, there is a huge change in content and style 

Most think of chapters 12-16 as the “application” portion of the letter 

But we will find that Paul is still not done with his argument 

Now that Paul has explained how God’s righteousness has been revealed… 

In these last chapters, Paul will show how that covenant community should look 

How exactly should the justified covenant family of Jew and Gentile live 

And the start of chapter 12 hits with a BANG 

• Romans 12:1-2 

During the Second Temple Period, there was a strong world view that history divides into 

two ages: 

a) “Present age” 

b) “Age to come” 

Paul will suggest that his friends (and we) are living in a strange time in that the two ages 

overlap 

And the church should live in the latter age, the age to come 

What do you think that means? How did Jesus speak of this? 

Kingdom is NOW 

• Romans 13:11-14 

 

There are two main sections in chapters 12-16 

I 12:1-15:13 

II 15:14-16:27 

The first section also divides in half: 

IA) 12:1-13:14 

IB) 14:1-15:13 

Further, section I a breaks into 6 sections: 

A) 12:1-2 – Intro & Foundation 

 B) 12:3-13 – Church unity thru gifts 

  C) 12:14-21 – Church life facing the outside 

  C) 13:1-7 – Responsibility toward authorities 

 B) 13:8-10 – Overriding responsibility of love 

A) 13:11-14 – Living in the light of God’s dawning day 

Really laid out as a beautiful circle like almost structured like a poem 

 

Section 1 – Romans 12:1-2 – Introduction & Foundation 

• Romans 12:1 

Therefore… 

Parakalo = please/appeal = based on what you NOW KNOW…I exhort you… 

Paul’s grounds for making this request are based on the mercies of God 

Harkens back to the end of Romans 11:33 

• Romans 11:33 

When you read verse 1, what image comes to mind? 

The Temple and Temple sacrifices 



Remember in chapter 9:4, worship in the Temple was a privilege ethnic Israel had 

BUT NOW, the true seed, the covenant people of God, Jew and Gentile together, are 

called to be the living sacrifice before God 

What is the analogy here with the word sacrifice? 

The animals are now the living humans 

What would look different about this than the Jewish Temple system? 

And what is supposed to be offered up? 

Their “bodies” = refers to the complete person, the idea in Greek is the whole self 

 

“Acceptable” = well pleasing to God 

Gives actual pleasure to God 

Remember, THIS is what God has been after all along 

A collective group of individuals that respect His Son and WANT to be with Him 

People that have come to be Romans 6 – FULLY IDENTIFIED WITH MESSIAH 

JESUS 

 

Normally when we read the Greek word for Spiritual it is pneumatikos 

That is not the word used here 

 “spiritual” = logikos = word means reasonable, in accordance with reason 

Meaning, a worship that is worthy of thinking reasoning beings 

1. Paul appeals for us to worship God 

2. By offering our whole being as a LIVE ONGOING sacrifice 

3. BASED upon/because of all of the riches we have from Him 

4. And it gives Him GREAT pleasure 

5. And it is a worthy thing for reasonable beings in His Kingdom 

 

• Romans 12:2 

And this reasonable holy responsive sacrifice is taking place in this time gap 

The gap between this present age where the world lives, and the age to come, the 

Kingdom in which we now stand 

Jesus announced the Kingdom, and it is NOW 

And yet here we live, New Kingdom people in this present age 

Called as a holy ongoing pleasing sacrifice to God in an age of darkness 

What thoughts hit you right away? 

And how is this done? 

By renewing your mind 

Why, why is this so important?  

We are image bearers, FULLY identified with Jesus – Romans 6 – What is true of Jesus 

is true of me 

What is true of Him is true of us 

• Romans 1:28 

Instead of an unfit mind and a broken conscience 

We have the ability to be reasonable towards God 

Man, what respect we have been given – Romans 6 – What is true of Jesus is true of me 

And isn’t it cool – we are not meant to simply rely on MORAL LISTS 

We are holy, and reasonable…we can think through and so approve GOD’S WILL 
 


